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President’s Corner 
By Pastor DeLane F. Miller 
Don’t Answer Sennacherib a Word 


The army of Sennacherib, king of Assyria, 
laid siege upon Jerusalem in 701 B.C. He had 
already carried the northern tribes into exile 21 
years prior. Rabshakeh, the Assyrian general, 
hollered across the way, trying to dissuade the 
Jews from heeding King Hezekiah’s admonition 
to trust in the Lord. “I will give you horses..., 
vineyards, cisterns, and a beautiful lands like 
your own,” was Sennacherib’s enticement. The 
Judeans held a tight lip not to answer the 
enemy a word as Hezekiah had ordered. God 
supernaturally intervened, drew the Assyrian 
army away, and killed all 185,000 soldiers. The 
Judeans trusted in the Lord and He won the 
battle for them. 

The home is the target of attack from the 
enemy. Subtle enticements from Satan and our 
world whisper in our ears, “Come! | will give 
you nice things.” However, if we put our full 
trust in God as Hezekiah did when he urged the 
Judeans not to yield to temptation, we can 
stand our ground against our society’s 
allurements. Today, two enemy forces that 
dissuade us from following the Lord are 
egalitarianism (equality of men and women) and 
psychology (applied in child-rearing and family 
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relationships.) While promising nice things, these 
philosophies have wreaked havoc in homes, 
turning the family structure and its function 
upside down from what God originally designed it 
to be. Money and materialism are the 
Sennacherib-like enticements in our generation 
that would draw us away from our homestead. 
The biblical order for the home is quite simple. 
However, it takes running against the grain of 
modern trends to keep our homes in check and 
holding fast to that which God has commanded 
us. The Lord will reward us with a victory, if we 
don’t dialogue with the enemy, or compromise 
with its promises. 


The Ark Encounter will be open to us, Wednesday, July 6, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. You may purchase tickets 


ahead of time by going to: 


https://tickets.arkencounter.com/Webstore/shop/ViewItems.aspx? CG=CGB76& C=76P 


This link is for the CGBCI only. The Ark is not open to the public on our viewing day. There will be no 


charge for parking on this day. 


NEW: The Conference Activity Fund will aid those needing financial assistance to go to the Ark. Up to 50% 
of the ticket price for those needing financial assistance upon request. This will be on a first come, first 
served basis until the fund is depleted. 


Page 2 The Voice 


IMPORTANT CGBCI CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS 


. Pray. The top priority for conference is to pray for the speakers: Ron Bowland, Don Farner, Philip 
Moeller, Russ Simpson, DeLane Miller; and workshop speakers: Mike Wingfield, Joshua Steiner, the 
Miller family, and Larry Williams. Pray also for the Young Adult Conference, YCON, Children’s 
Conference, panel meetings, CoP, Men’s and Ladies’ Meetings. Pray for outside activities in the 
Cincinnati area. 


. Workshops. Below are the four workshops that will be available: 
a. Striving for Moral Purity in a Sex-Crazy World by Mike Wingfield 
b. Managing Unrighteous Mammon by Millers & More 
c. Traversing the Maze to Marriage by Joshua Steiner 
d. Avoiding the Money Pit by Larry Williams 


. Volunteers Needed! There are two needs for volunteers at conference. Please consider if the Lord 
might have you serve in one of these areas. 1. Contact Pastor DeLane Miller if you would be willing 
to help out with the PowerPoint presentations at conference. 2. Also, there is a need for volunteers 
to help with the cookout, on July 3™. We’re using CostCo’s deli and store to purchase everything, but 
we need people to help set up the meal at the park that afternoon. If you are interested in serving 
the Lord in this way, be listening for announcements during conference. 


. Attention ALL Ladies! Please plan to join us for the Ladies’ sessions at conference. Even if your 
church does not have a ladies’ group, we invite you to join us. ALL ages! The Telford, TN ladies have 
planned two great sessions. Several of our missionaries will be sharing during our time together. 


. Conference Activity. On Sunday, July 3, a catered dinner will be available for our Conference 
Tourney Time at Boone Woods Park. We will serve sandwiches, salads, rotisserie chicken, and other 
goodies at a special, family-friendly price, or you may pack your own picnic basket. The activities we 
have planned include: Disc golf, beanbag toss, and 3-on-3 basketball. Also, bring your own outdoor 
play items, such as basketballs, footballs, tennis balls, volleyballs, bocci ball, etc. Family time 
includes table games, too. For some of you who like golf, there is a “World of Golf” in Florence just a 
few minutes south of the hotel. 


. Childrens’ Conference. This year’s CGBCI Children’s Conference theme is “God’s Ark of Salvation.” 
We will be learning spiritual truths that can be found in the Biblical story of Noah and the Ark. We 
have an exciting five days planned with Bible lessons, new songs, Bible verses, crafts and fun 
activities. Each day we will have a special guest dropping by to share about CGBCI missions. Our 
desire is that the children will get to know their missionaries and mission fields on a personal basis so 
that they will pray and give and possibly go. We look forward to the opportunity to minister with your 
children and pray that it will be a great week of fun and spiritual growth. In the initial Conference 
Packet, your pastor received a Pre-Conference Registration Form. If your child will be attending this 
year’s Children’s Conference, please fill out and return the form to Pastor Burns. This will help us 
plan for crafts, snacks, and activities. We look forward to ministering with your children this 
summer. 


. Cincinnati Tourist Information. |f you’re interested in enjoying other activities in the Cincinnati 
area, we will have materials available for you at the conference hotel. You may also get a jump start 
by visiting their link at www.cincinnatiusa.com. 


. Ice Cream Social. The ice cream social will be after the July 4°” evening meeting at the hotel for $4 
per serving. We are working on where to see a fireworks display that night after the social. It will 
probably be in Florence, KY. 
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NET ’16 Update 


The National Evangelism Team (NET) was at the Peru GBC this past week as they prepared to go to Ohio June 11- 
19. We have been blessed so much to be able to spend time with the team and to get to know them better. In 
order for you to share in that blessing, we thought we would interview a couple of the team members. You will 
see their answers below. You will be receiving this newsletter as they begin their ministry in Ohio so it will give 
you better insight on how to pray for them throughout the week. 


1. 


What church are you from and how long have you been on NET? 
Bryanna: | attend the Mishawaka (IN) GBC and this is my 4“" year on NET. 
Benjamin: | am a member of Albany (Oregon) GBC and this is my 8"" year on NET. 


How has your experience on NET impacted how you serve in your home church? 


Bryanna: It has increased by desire to get more involved and made me want to reach out to others, not just 
those in my age group or family. | have become more involved in VBS and working at camp. 


Benjamin: | have become more involved in various ministries, including weekly door to door visitation, 
“Street Evangelism,” which is a monthly ministry to bring meals and gospel tracts to the hundreds of 
homeless in Portland, gospel booths at fairs, church/bus ministry, etc. | have also learned that | need to 
be a spiritual encouragement to others. 


How has your experience on NET impacted how you see the needs of the unsaved? 


Bryanna: | have started to share more about the Lord with my co-workers and sharing gospel tracts with 
others. | find it easier to do when | am with team members from NET, but | realized | need to be doing it 
when | am back at home with my co-workers. 


Benjamin: |t has given me greater compassion for the lost and helped open my eyes more to the great need 
for salvation through Jesus Christ of those around me. 


Before you served on NET, what was your biggest fear about being on the team? How did the Lord alleviate 
that fear once you were on NET? 


Bryanna: | really feared the “door-to-door” part of NET. But then | realized that God is in control and we 
all would be working as a team. Everyone is so supportive. 


Benjamin: | had 2 big fears: witnessing and playing the piano. In regards to sharing my faith, it really 
helped going through an evangelism training series, called “The Way of the Master,” which gave a 
structured way to share the gospel using the 10 Commandments. | was nervous about the amount of music 
| was given to play the first year, but | eventually learned the songs well. 


If someone was thinking about being on NET, what would you tell them? 


Bryanna: The time | have been on NET has caused me to grow in my faith and to mature in my walk with 
the Lord. | have grown closer to God and closer to others who love God. | enjoy the team closeness. 


Benjamin: Be prepared to be stretched (I still am every year.) It is hard to step out of your comfort zone, 


but it is so rewarding to be used by God to impact the lives of others. | would encourage them to pray 
about it and be willing to do whatever God’s will is. 


NET 16 UPDATE interviews continue on next page. 
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NET ’16 Update continued 


Talk about the friendships built while serving on NET. 

a. Bryanna: | have so many friendships from NET with so many from all over the country like Arizona 
and Ohio. They are some of the best friends that | have ever made! 

b. Benjamin: There is such a strong bond on the team each year. | have become very close friends 
with many that have been on the team, even though | only see them a couple of weeks out of the 
year. 

What are some of things you do on NET? Puppets, special skits, play instrument, part that you sing? 

a. Bryanna: | sing soprano, do puppets, door to door evangelism, encourage the churches we visit, 
and participate in the workdays at the churches we attend. In the past, | have done drama. 

b. Benjamin: | play the piano, sing bass, do an impersonation of Lot, and lead the devotion time. 


What is one thing that the Lord has taught you during your time on NET? 

a. Bryanna: By being on NET, the Lord has taught me to “get out of my comfort zone.” I’ve learned 
how to put the Great Commission into practice. | have learned so much from the Bible studies we 
do together as a team. Being on NET has made me want to learn more about the Lord. 

Benjamin: \|n my very first years on NET, | realized | needed to be willing to do whatever God 
wanted, whether that was ministry or something else. | haven’t felt called to the ministry, but it 
was important to surrender this area of my life. 


How can we pray for you specifically this year on NET? For you after your time on NET is over? 

a. Bryanna: The pastor at Mount Vernon has such a burden for the area. Please pray that they might 
be open to hearing the gospel. Please pray for travel mercies for us and for me as | leave early to 
come back to my uncle’s wedding! 

Benjamin: Pray that the impersonation of Lot would go smoothly. Also pray that door-to-door 
witnessing opportunities would go well, and that God would be working to bring people to 
salvation. After NET, | will be helping with a VBS at my church. Pray that the kids would be 
spiritually impacted by it. 


10. What other things on NET do you enjoy or is there something you would like share that | did not ask? 

a. Bryanna: | especially enjoy our devotional time. We are with people close to our age so you are 
able to get perspectives of others about the Bible passage that we are studying. | also enjoy 
having our prayer partners for the time we are on NET. It is such an encouragement to me. 
Benjamin: Team devotions each morning are a central part of NET. Each day, we share with each 
other a verse or concept from an assigned chapter and tell how it applies in our life. Then we 
spend time in prayer with our “prayer partner.” This helps us keep our focus on Christ, and it also 
helps us encourage one another and grow closer as a team. 


Editor’s Note: As | write this, | am writing it from the perspective of a mother of a NET team member (Jordan), a 
member of the church that has hosted NET (Peru GBC), and as a family who hosted two of the NET members 
(Benjamin and Troy.) As the editor of the Voice, | can now take the opportunity to share with you what a joy this 
last week has been on all accounts. It has been a blessing to see a group of young men and women who love the 
Lord, and who desire to serve Him not only on NET but in their day to day lives in their own local churches. | 
would encourage you to be involved as well as the Lord provides the opportunity. You will be glad you did! 


Please continue to pray this week for the team as they continue to serve in Mount Vernon, OH after a very full 
week of training. They will also be sharing with us at Conference next month. Pray as they return to their home 
churches that they would be sensitive to the Lord’s working in their lives. 
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SPECIAL PRACTORIUM CLASS TO BE OFFERRED IN OCTOBER 


Could women be registering for the draft at the Post Office just like the boys? Who would have imagined our 
girls fighting on the front lines? This has reawakened an interest in what the Bible teaches on non- 
combatancy for both our young men and women. Dr. Gary Kochheiser will address this subject. Also there 
has been a resurgence of Galatianism. Well-meaning sincere Christians are being drawn into the nets of a 
movement called the Hebrew Root. Be prepared for your people. Doctoral candidate Jeff Kran will bring 
things to light. The Battle Over Three-Fold Communion had been won in our fellowship, but a new generation 
is with us who need to see the blessings amid the deeper beauties of the service in a positive presentation. 
Dr. Russ Simpson has prepared an extensive study that will help turn our hearts to this Bible truth. All three 
of these have been combined into one course of contemporary issues suitable for Practorium credit ($100) in 
a4 day seminar. Auditors are welcome. Course is being offered October 11-14. For more details, call Dr. 


Simpson at 574.268.0458. 


NEWS FROM OUR MISSIONARIES 


From the Swensons- The past month has been 
a busy one, but it has been great to see God at 
work in many different ways. Ellen and | just 
finished up a missionary medical intensive 
course in North Carolina and that was a great 
blessing. The training has prepared us well for 
identifying and even dealing with different 
medical needs that our family and team may 
have. Prior to going to the training, we were 
busy in Vermont sharing our ministry with 
different churches and individuals. It has been 
great to see many excited about what we are 
doing and see God lead them to partner with us 
in different ways. We are currently at 50% of 
our needed financial support to serve in Papua 
New Guinea! God is continuing to remind us 
that He is the One raising our support! 


Please pray for us as we continue to share with 
our ministry with people, and that we would 
continually remember that what we’re doing is 
not about us, but it’s about God and what He is 
doing. In mid-June, we’ll begin our summer 
travels that will take us through PA, OH, IN, IL, 
IA, and Ml. We’d appreciate prayer for safety 
during our travels and for all of us to be able to 
handle life on the road well. 


Would you like to partner with us on this 
journey to reach those who’ve never heard the 
Gospel? You can visit our website 

at www.swensontribe.wordpress.com/give or 
call us at 802-624-3368 or e-mail us at 
swensontribe@gmail.com. 


Thanks for your continued prayers and support! 


From Pastor Ike Graham-On May 22, 2016, The 
Southern Chin Brethren Fellowship of Churches in 
Myanmar (Plymouth Brethren) voted to “join hands” 
with the CGBCI for the purpose of church planting 
among tribal groups in that country which have no 
churches. Brother Naing Bu, Director of Dai College in 
Yangon, will be at Conference with his wife, Pam. He 
will be meeting with the Foreign Mission Panel on 
Thursday, June 30", and will also participate in the 
Mission Night on Sunday, July 3. Dai College is a Bible 
school preparing men and women for ministry. In 
addition to the historic visit to the Ark Encounter on 
V.I.P. Day, Wednesday, July 6", this will be an historic 
Conference as we welcome these guests and expand 
our outreach overseas. 


News from Kenya- Please pray for the church 
planting team in Kenya. Gilbert Amaswache is 
training men in Kipsaina and leading the church there. 
Parson has a group of about 20 in Kitale, and they 
meet on Sunday. Leonard has a Bible study on 
Wednesday in Kitale at another location and they 
average about 15. Elisha is from Nairobi and has a 
brethren background. He has come to Kipsaina twice 
to meet with Gilbert as he wants to join with the 
CGBCI and has asked Gilbert to come to Nairobi to 
teach his group the statement of faith. Julius and 
Silas are leading the church in Kapenguria. Please 
pray for these men as they are laboring to establish 
solid GBC churches in Kenya. Gilbert hopes to go to 
Nairobi next week and teach, and also to see about 
registration for the CGBCI ministry in Kenya. 
Currently we are operating under the umbrella of 
another religious group, but they want us to have our 
own registration. Please pray for wisdom for Pastor 
Gilbert as he speaks with government officials next 
week in Nairobi the capital city. 
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Other News from Our Fellowship 


Ankenytown, OH GBC - Pastor Gary Kochheiser- Pastor Gary Kochheiser will be leaving June 23 for the 
country of Jordan to once again join the archaeological team at the tell of Khirbat Iskandar located in the 
Wadi Wala, east of the Dead Sea. The team will be living in the Old Testament city of Madaba, which was 
on the dividing line between the OT nations of Ammon and Moab. Madaba is just a few miles east of Mt. 
Nebo, where God allowed Moses to look into the Promised Land. Khribat Iskander is a 9 acre site and has 
been dated to the Early Bronze era (2000 - 3200 BC). It sits right on the old Kings Highway. This is Pastor 
Gary’s fourth season at the dig and his third as the photographer. He will be posting updates and pictures 
on his Facebook page for any of you that would want to follow the dig process. Prayers would be 
appreciated for safety and health issues. 


New Troy, MI GBC-Pastor Larry (Red) Williams- Pastor Red ran into a bit of difficulty finishing his Sunday 
evening message on June 5th. It turns out it was a gallstone attack; he was completely unaware that he 
even HAD gallstones. Surgery will be scheduled soon. Please pray. The men in the church are looking 
forward to their annual Men and Boys cookout on June 11th. Hopefully, there will be nice weather. 
Pastor Brad Lambright of the Baroda (MI) Bible Church will be speaking; some of you may remember Brad. 

Also, pray for VBS, which starts June 13th, featuring dramatic presentations prepared by Rural 
Bible Mission. We would like to see kids come to know the Lord through this ministry. 


Flora, IN GBC-Pastor Marvin Meeker- Pastor Meeker is praising the Lord for the opportunity to serve 
in the Flora GBC. While the church is small in number, they have a burden for their community and 
desire to see more come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and for the church to grow. Recently, 
the members of the church updated their Constitution to be in line with the CGBCI Statement of 
Faith. Over the span of a few weeks and two business meetings, they voted to request to join the 
CGBCI which will be voted on at this year’s conference in July. Be praying for their busy summer of 
outreach and other activities. The summer was kicked off with a VBS that included a closing session 
with a performance by NET on June 10th. While the church has no children VBS age, they had an 
average attendance of 10 children each night and were able to raise over $75.00 to support a child 
in India. With the help of the adults on Friday night, they raised enough funds to support two 
children! Other activities this summer include, Paul and Ellen Swenson in July and Team Nehemiah 
in August. 


Peru GBC, Peru, IN-Pastor Dave Jodry: Pastoral Position Available: The Peru Grace Brethren Church 
is seeking a man who has thorough Biblical training/education to join our team of Elders as a full- 
time Associate Pastor. We would like for him to have a heart for family/children's ministries and, in 
particular, to lead our youth ministry. He will also share in the preaching, teaching, and worship 
service ministries with the Senior Pastor. This Associate position includes, but is not limited to, 
these areas of responsibility. Please send letter of interest and resume to: The Council of Elders, 
Peru Grace Brethren Church, 430 South Broadway, P O Box 552, Peru, Indiana 46970. 


“THE VOICE NEWSLETTER” is the communication tool of the Conservative Grace Brethren Churches 
International. News or mailing updates should be sent to Tara Bradley at stbradley84@comcast.net, or 
at 535 S Broadway, Peru, IN 46970 or by phone at 765.475.3316 by the 20 of the month. 


